
United-4 A Cure 32nd Annual Dinner Dance    

a Huge Success! 
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Past United-4 A Cure Recipients 

The members and friends of Riviera and Pinnacle Custom Homes are coming together again to raise funds 
for selected cancer research projects through the 32sndAnnual United-4 A Cure Dinner Dance.  To date, 

this event has raised over $2.2 million for cancer research. 

This Yearôs Recipients 

Mayo Clinic ïCAR-T therapy is an innovative treatment method in which specific types of proteins are 

synthetically affixed to the outside of T-cells in order to tease the human immune system into destroying 

malignant tumors.  As a glioma therapy, it has proven to have a positive impact, however it eventually 

fades.  Michael Ruff, MD has designed a laboratory study to determine if CAR-T brain tumor treatment 

efficacy can be sustained by administering two custom designed proteins instead of just one.  This study 

will subsequently guide the development of an envisioned clinical glioma trial and will benefit the treatment 

of a wide spectrum of cancers.      

 

The University of Chicago ï Metastatic non-small cell lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related 

death in the United States with most patients having prolonged survival but are typically not cured.  Only a 

fraction of Metastatic non-small cell lung cancer patients benefit from immunotherapy.  Sean Pitroda, MD 

is proposing to investigate a clinical trial designed to evaluate the safety and efficacy of combination immu-

notherapy plus concurrent ablative radiotherapy.  He believes the results of this study may directly impact 

the treatment paradigms of various metastatic cancers, with the overall goal of providing less toxic, more 

effective treatments to adults with cancer.  

 

32nd Annual Cancer Dance for United ï 4 A Cure  

University of Hawaii Cancer Center ï With our support in the past, Haining Yang, MD and Michele 

Carbone, MD discovered and demonstrated that some individuals with the BAP1 gene mutation are 

much more susceptible than others to develop mesothelioma, melanoma and renal cell carcinoma.  They 
have recently discovered another subset of mesothelioma that occurs in carriers of the BLM gene muta-
tion as well.  Their goal is to identify the molecular pathways of the BLM mutations, in order to design 

novel therapies for mesothelioma in these individuals.      
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